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So What’s Their Tone?
Tone is the speaker or narrator’s attitude conveyed in writing. In the various documents 
on The Coming of the American Revolution, we see different people writing differently 
on the same topic or issue.  Their differences in attitude and opinion reflect a difference 
in tone.  The tone also impacts the theme or the author’s message about life.  Use the 
chart below to analyze 3 documents for tone and theme.  Then on the reverse of this 
handout write why these characters might have had a different tone and a different theme 
in their writing, despite writing on the same topic. 

Document Name & 
Author:

Topic of Document:

Tone (use an 
adjective):

Evidence of this 
tone (Use a quote):

Theme

Evidence of this 
theme (Use a 
quote):


