CAROLINE E

JOURNALS

Among the thousands of diaries in the MHS
collections are many records that combine abun-
dant historical detail with exceptional eloquence;
Caroline Healey Dall (1822~1912), a 19th-century
reformer, provided just such a treasure when she
donated the 45 bound volumes of her journals
to the Society. Now, with the publication of the
first volume of the Selected Journals of Caroline
Healey Dall, the MHS and editor Helen Deese
make this remarkable story and resource avail-
able beyond the Society’s reading room. This
illustrated documentary edition presents entries
and Deese’s meticulous annotations that cover
the fascinating early years (1838 to 1855) of Caro-
line Dall’s long and eventful life.

Periodical newsletter of the

~

[EALEY DALL
PUBLISHED

Above: Caroline Wells Healey, age 19, carte de visite
photograph by F Gutekunst of a drawing by Alvan Clark.
Below lefi: Charles Henry Appleton Dall, the future husband
of Caroline. Both images from the collections of the MHS,
Dall-Healey family photographs, #69.290 & #69.293, respectively.

Caroline Healey Dall’s diary is remark-
able for many reasons: for its time span, which
encompasses three-quarters of a century, moving
from antebellum Boston to Washington, D.C.,,
at the beginning of the 20th century; for the
glimpses it provides of such prominent figures as
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Margaret Fuller, Eliza-
beth Palmer Peabody, William Lloyd Garrison,
Frederick Douglass, and scores of others; for its
documentation of such major movements as
Transcendentalism, abolitionism, and women’s
rights; and for its writer’s command of language.
It also is unusual among 19th-century American
women’s diaries for Dall’s often candid entries,
which at times capture her emotional experi-
ence—and strong political opinions—in detail.
But above all it is significant as the story of an
intelligent, morally earnest, and exceedingly
articulate woman who responded to and acted
in the major movements of her time and whose

personal story engages the reader’s sympathies.

Massachusetts Historical Society



Helen Deese
to Speak at MHS

A lecture and booksigning by
Helen Deese will be hosted by the
Massachusetts Historical Society
on Wednesday, November 15, at
6:30. At this free public lecture,
copies will be available of Selected
Journals of Caroline Healey Dall,
18381855, as well as Daughter of
Boston: The Extraordinary Diary
of a 19th-Century Woman, a more
abridged version of Dall’s journals
up to 1865 published last year by
Beacon Press.

Portraits of Dall’s parents, Caroline
Foster Healey and Mark Healey. Oil
on canvas by G. R A. Healy, 1849.
Collections of the MHS.
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Masthead illustration:

“Plan & Elevation of the Tontine
Crescent, now erecting in Boston.”

From the Massachusetts Magazine, 1794.

The MHS occupied the Tontine

Crescent from 1794 until 1833.
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Caroline Healey grew up in 19th-century
Boston, where she enjoyed the stimula-
tion of the Transcendentalists and other
literati, thinkers, and reformers. With
a father who spurred her ambition but
seemed impossible to please and a mother
who suffered from periodic mental ill-
ness and scorned her literary efforts, the
young Caroline Healey sought fulfillment
through activities at the West Church
(Unitarian), charitable work among the
poor, and her ravenous appetite for books
and ideas. Various circumstances led her
to become a teacher at a school for girls
in Georgetown, where she had first-hand
experiences with slavery; it was the begin-
ning of her abolitionism. These activities
made her an attractive mate for Charles
Henry Appleton Dall, Unitarian minister
to the poor in Baltimore. Despite their
congeniality as religious and social liber-
als, the Dalls had basically incompatible
personalities. Charles’s inability to hold
a pulpit further strained the marriage, as
did Caroline’s falling in love with another
man. After 11 years, the Dalls’ marriage
foundered, though they did not divorce.
A schism also developed between Caroline
and her domineering father, who vehe-
mently (but vainly) opposed her partici-
pation in the abolitionist cause. This first
volume of the selected Dall journals ends
just after Charles has left his family (which
included two children, aged five and nine)
to try to satisfy his religious zeal with mis-

sionary work in Calcutta; he would return
to Boston for only four visits during the
31 years before his death in India. In his
absence Caroline would forge a new iden-
tity for herself as a lecturer, writer, and
reformer, playing a crucial role in the early
women’s movement in America, culmi-
nating with the publication in 1867 of her
ground-breaking feminist work 7%he Col-
lege, the Market, and the Court; or, Woman's
Relation to Education, Labor, and Law. In
the entries presented in volume 1 of this
edition, one can trace the making of this
woman’s rights woman.

While the transcriptions of the diary
entries are the heart of this resource, Helen
Deese’s annotations and detailed index
also provide vital context and navigation.
The volume will prove an invaluable refer-
ence for literary and political historians of
the 19th century. The high literary quality
of Dall’s writing and the diary’s intermin-
gling of the significant public world with
the compelling private story of the diarist
will make it attractive to the general reader
as well.

Available November 1
Purchase directly from the University of Vir-
ginia Press at http://www.upress.virginia.edu/.

Selected Journals of Caroline Healey Dall,
volume 1: 1838-1855, edited by Helen R. Deese,
published by the Massachusetts Historical
Society and distributed by the University of
Virginia Press (2006), 648 pages, 24 b&w
illustrations, index. $75.00.




DaLL ATTENDS FREDERICK DOUGLASS SPEECH
Excerpt from the Selected Journals of Caroline Healey Dall

Right: Frederick Douglass.
Collections of the MHS, Portraits
of American Abolitionists, #81.209.

Below: Page 285 of the Selected Journals
of Caroline Healey Dall, edited by Helen
Deese, in which Dall recounts an antislav-

ery meeting. At the end of the passage, Dall
mentions G. P A. Healy, the artist who
painted the portraits on the facing page.

MAY 1849

Boston Mass.
Thursday, May 31. 1849.

I sewed and taught Willie until it was time to attend the Anti Slavery meeting. It was
intensely exciting and chiefly because after Stephen Foster had made one of his most mag=
nifreent-speeches “disagreable”™ and repulsive speeches, Douglass rose, and vindicated his own
Christianity, and that of true reform, in one of the finest speeches that ever fell from the lips
of man. God bless Frederick Douglass! God bless him—and his cause, so prayed I while he
spoke so pray I now. During the violent address of Foster, too weak in soul & body, to rise
myself—I was inwardly praying that God would raise up an apostle to speak against such folly.
He was followed by Charles Burleigh in a noble speech—but one of those quite likely to
be misinterpreted. I prayed again with a broken spirit—for I felt that this was not what was
needed but after Douglass had risen I sang—and my song was an anthem of praise. I could not
restrain my enthusiasm, he seemed to me while he spoke, greater than any man to whom I
had ever listened, and the moment the meeting had closed, I went upon the stage and thanked
him in person. What would father have said, had he seen me then? No matter—. God knows
I was in the way of my duty, and with an undivided heart, I asked no questions then. May I
never in the future. I was afraid to go to the meeting in the afternoon—lest I should get too
excited. I laid down—and later went out to see about girls for mother. I took tea at Mrs Dr
Adams’s?38 and went from thence to Dr Gannett’s church, to be present at the administration
of the Lord’s Supper, by John Morison and to hear a sermon from Mr. Bellows. I was sorry I
did not go to Faneuil Hall, for the services were languid, and shot wide of the necessities of
the hour—but at the Hall—I heard afterward Douglass put forth the whole of his might. I
could not help hoping that the words I uttered in the morning helped to strengthen his heart
& voice . .. [6 entries omitted|

Ashton?39 W. Lynn Mass.
Thursday. June 7. 1849.

Rose early—& corrected three or four Liberators.24° Charles went to Boston to the meet-
ing of his club.24! Wrote Journal, and sewed—. Finished Lamartine’s Memoirs, and laid them
down without a moment’s regret. Began Mrs Kirkland’s Introduction to Mrs Hugo Reid on
‘Woman.24> Felt much interested but gave it up to drive into the country with George?43 after
sassafras trees for his hen-roosts. Had a very pleasant drive, while he and Wilbur Newhall>44
were gone after them; *we picked flowers—.”* Came home to an early dinner after ineffectual
attempts to bring the trees with us. After dinner arrived the artist George P. A. Healey, to see
about taking father’s portrait. Father drove him over to Mr Fay’s,245 and he returned to take tea
with us, leaving for Boston in the 7 o’clock train. We found him quite agreable— Not

238.  Sarah May Holland Adams.

239. The name of Mark and Caroline Healey’s estate at Lynn.

240. Probably copies of the June 1 Liberator that contained her article “Woman in the Present.”

241.  The Town and Country Club.

242. Marion Kirkland Reid first published A Plea for Woman in 1843 in Edinburgh. In some later editions it was
entitled Woman, Her Education and Influence. The American edition of 1847 was so entitled and was introduced
by Caroline M. Kirkland, American fiction writer and editor.

243. Dall’s brother George Healey.

244. Wilbur Fisk Newhall (b. 1839), son of Benjamin C. and Martha Newhall (Lynn VR).

245. Probably Richard Fay.
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BosTton CrviL RiGHTS
Symrosium

Many of the leading figures in the civil
rights movement in Boston in the 1960s
will share the stage on November 3 and 4
as the MHS and three sister institutions
consider a tumultuous time and one of
the 20th century’s most important turn-
ing points. “Power and Protest: The Civil
Rights Movement in Boston, 1960-1968”
will take place at the John F Kennedy
Presidential Library and Museum at
Columbia Point. Sponsors in addition to
the Society and the Library include the
Museum of African American History and
Primary Source, a nonproﬁt organization
that develops learning opportunities and
curriculum resources for K—12 students
and teachers.

Through lectures and panel discussions,
the symposium will provide a forum for
many Bostonians who took the lead in the
struggle against pervasive discrimination
in education, employment, housing, and
other aspects of daily life. One of the pan-
els will discuss the role of the church in
the civil rights movement. Another session
will consider the contributions of such
organizations as CORE, the NAACP, the
Urban League, the Roxbury Multiservice
Center, the Boston Action Group, and the
Freedom Schools. For a full symposium
program, see our website: www.masshist.
org/conference.

“Power and Protest” continues the
Society’s commitment to promoting an
understanding of the recent history of
Boston and Massachusetts, an obligation
that extends to all the communities of our
city and state. In addition to our cospon-
sors, we are grateful to the organizations
that have made the program possible
through their financial contributions. At
publication time this growing list includ-
ed the Massachusetts Foundation for the
Humanities, Tufts University, the Boston
Foundation, the Fireman Foundation, the
Trotter Institute at the University of Mas-
sachusetts—Boston, the Boston Globe
Foundation, Blue Cross Blue Shield and
an anonymous gift and match.
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AFRICAN AMERICAN SAILOR’S
CrviL WAR Diary DonaTED TO MHS

The Massachusetts Historical Society welcomed the donation this past
spring of the extraordinary diary of William Benjamin Gould, a slave who
escaped to freedom and fought in the Union navy between 1862 and 1865.
Gould’s diary is a unique personal account of the Civil War service of an
African American sailor.

Then a 24-year-old former slave from Wilmington, North Carolina,
Gould began a diary of his service aboard the Cambridge, a Union gun-
boat, as it patrolled off of the Confederate coast. Along with seven other
slaves, Gould had escaped to freedom by rowing out to the Cambridge on
September 22, 1862. During the next three years, Gould recorded his Civil
Wiar service in the U.S. Navy, first aboard the Cambridge and later aboard
the Niagara during the epic hunt through European waters for the Con-
federate cruisers Alabama, Florida, and Georgia.

The donation of the William B. Gould diary to the MHS brings the
diary home to Massachusetts; after the Civil War, Gould moved to Nan-
tucket, where he married, and later settled in Dedham, raising eight chil-
dren, including six sons who served in the Spanish-American War and
World War I. William B. Gould IV, the donor, is the Charles A. Beardsley
Professor of Law, Emeritus, at Stanford University and the author of Diary
of a Contraband: The Civil War Passage of a Black Sailor, his study of the life
and diary of his great-grandfather William Benjamin Gould.

The William B. Gould diary joins 3,600 separate manuscript collections
at the MHS—which include more than 2,000 other dairies—ranging from
the personal papers of Thomas Jefferson and John and Abigail Adams to
the letters and diaries of ordinary men and women that chronicle the entire
course of American history.

The Society holds important manuscripts for the study of African Amer-
ican history, such as letters and manuscript copies of poems written by
Phillis Wheatley, the first published Black American poet. MHS holdings

for the Civil War

= include records and
photographs of sol-
diers who served in
the s4th Massachu-
setts Infantry—the
first African Ameri-
can regiment raised

in the North.

Drawing by Gould
depicting a ship,
probably the CSS
Stonewall, opposite
diary entries for
September 4-5, 1864.

GRANT AWARDED FOR
ANTISLAVERY IMAGES
ON WEBSITE

Home of abolitionist William Lloyd
Garrison and The Liberator, Boston was
known as the nexus of the American abo-
litionist movement. Many visual materials
that document the abolitionist movement
in the Commonwealth are located at the
Massachusetts Historical Society, which
has begun work to make these materials
available to a broader audience, thanks to
a grant from the Massachusetts Board of
Library Commissioners.

“Images of the Antislavery Movement in
Massachusetts” will present more than 8oo
color images of photographs, paintings,
sculptures, engravings, artifacts, banners,
and broadsides selected from the Society’s
research collections. As one researcher who
has made use of these materials noted in
his letter of support for the grant, “One of
the unquestionable centers of this drama
was Boston and Massachusetts and digi-
tizing relevant images would enhance the
likelihood that the state’s primacy in this
struggle would be even more heralded
and exhibited.” Access to the Society’s
unparalleled collection on this subject via
the MHS website, www.masshist.org, will
make these materials available to the wid-
est possible audience.



The core of the project will be the Portraits of Ameri-
can Abolitionists collection, 732 images of the key figures
in the movement gathered by Francis Jackson Garrison to
accompany his four-volume biography of his father, Wil-
liam Lloyd Garrison, published between 1885 and 1889.
Other highlights will include a photograph of the African
Meeting House in Boston, now the home of the Museum
of African American History; tickets to antislavery bazaars
and fairs; political cartoons; a club used by the League of
Massachusetts Freemen when dealing with slave hunters;
banners from antislavery parades and rallies; and a slave col-
lar and two slave whips that Massachusetts governor John
A. Andrew displayed to arouse popular sentiment against
slavery. The project will begin on October 1, 2006, and be
completed by September 30, 2007. The MHS must secure
private matching support to fulfill grant requirements.

Under the federal Library Services and Technology Act
(LSTA), the Massachusetts Board of Library Commission-
ers administers grant funds from the Institute of Museum
and Library Services to libraries in Massachusetts. This is
the second LSTA grant that the Society has received, and
the images included in this work will augment the mate-
rials presented in our first LSTA-funded project: “African
Americans and the End of Slavery in Massachusetts.” The
latter, made available at the MHS website in October, will
provide full-color images of documents and searchable
transcriptions of primary sources from the founding of
Massachusetts through the abolition of slavery under the
state constitution in 1780.

Lydia Maria Child (facing page), and Beriah Green (above).
Both from the collections of the MHS, Portraits of American
Abolitionists, image #4928 and #1829, respectively.
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PRESERVATION LIBRARIAN
Begins Work

The MHS has named Katherine H. Griffin as its
first Nora Saltonstall Preservation Librarian. This
new, endowed position, made possible through a
challenge grant from the National Endowment for
the Humanities (NEH) and the generosity of our
members, will ensure the preservation of the Soci-
ety’s treasures for future generations.

In her new position, Kathy will be responsible for
the coordination of all MHS preservation activities,
including paper conservation and repair, microfilm-
ing, and digital preservation, as well as the admin-
istration of the Society’s climate-control system and
emergency-preparedness plan. Kathy is returning to
her roots in conservation at the MHS. She first came
to the Society in 1983 for two internships in the con-
servation lab while completing her master’s degree
in history with a certificate in historical agencies and
administration from Northeastern University. She
remained on the staff as a manuscript processor and
assistant librarian from 1985 to 1994, and now—after
several years away from the Society and six more as a
part-time processor and transcriber—she returns to
the MHS full-time as the Saltonstall Librarian.

Eleanor “Nora” Saltonstall, born in 1894, was the
daughter of Richard M. Saltonstall and the sister of
Massachusetts governor and senator Leverett Salton-
stall. In the fall of 1917, Nora traveled to France
where she served in various civilian capacities dur-
ing World War I. She saw action with an awutochir,
a mobile hospital unit attached to the French army,
for which she was awarded the prestigious Croix de
Guerre for service under fire. After her return to the
United States in 1919, Nora undertook a driving
tour of the West Coast, where she died tragically of
typhoid fever at the age of 25. Her papers, includ-
ing letters documenting her experiences in war-torn
France, are among the Society’s collections. The
Saltonstall family—led by MHS Council members
William L. Saltonstall and Judge Levin Campbell
and his wife Eleanor (Saltonstall) Campbell—chose
to honor Nora’s memory with this named position.

The $400,000 NEH grant that made this position
possible requires a four-to-one match ($1,600,000)
by the Society. Contributions raised to date have
fulfilled 8o percent of our goal, leaving an outstand-
ing match requirement of just $300,000. If you
wish to help us meet our challenge, please contact
Rebecca Imperiali, director of development, at 617-
646-0561.
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Many MHS staff and
fellows will make
presentations on this
year’s ADE panels.

%6 Ondine Le Blanc and Holly
Hendricks of the MHS Founding
Families Project will discuss the digi-
tization of the documentary editions
of the Winthrop and Adams papers,
a project funded by a generous grant
from the National Endowment for
the Humanities and further sup-
ported by Harvard University Press.
Also participating in this panel will
be members of Rotunda, the elec-
tronic imprint of the University of
Virginia Press. The digital versions of
the Adams Papers will be posted with
Rotunda and on the MHS website.

%6 A Saturday afternoon panel
titled “Rewriting New England’s and
Women’s Literary History” will be
chaired by incoming MHS Director
of Public Programs and Education
Jayne Gordon. Conrad E. Wright
and Linda Smith Rhoads will par-
ticipate in this discussion along with
Helen R. Deese, editor of the recent
MHS publication Selected Journals of
Caroline Healey Dall, 18381855, and
Pulitzer-nominated author Megan
Marshall, whose article “Elizabeth
Palmer Peabody: The First Transcen-
dentalist?” will appear in this years
Massachusetts Historical Review.

*6 Joseph J. Ellis, well-known his-
torian and author of Passionate Sage:
The Character and Legacy of John
Adams, will deliver the address at the
annual ADE breakfast.

In recent years, ADE participants
have traveled to Denver, Chicago,
and San Francisco for meetings,
but the conference is making a long
overdue reappearance in New Eng-
land. Sessions are scheduled at the
Boston Quincy Marriot. Highlights
of historic Quincy include the birth-
places of presidents John Adams and
John Quincy Adams, John Quincy’s
library, and the United First Parish
Church, the final resting place of the

two presidents and their wives.

Tue ADE ConNreErRENCE CoMESs TO QUINCY

The ADE welcome reception will be held at the Adams National Historical Park, Quincy, Mass., on
Friday evening October 20. Limited tours of the Old House and Stone Library (above) will be given.

A dozen MHS staff members will play
host to 135 editors at the annual meeting
of the Association of Documentary Edit-
ing (ADE) beginning Friday, October 20,
in Quincy, Massachusetts. This three-day
event allows documentary editors—{rom
presidential projects such as the MHS’s
Adams Papers to smaller literary and his-
toric projects such as Margaret Sanger or
Caroline Dall—to discuss trends, funding,
technology, and good-old-fashioned com-
mas over two days of scholarly seminars
and casual receptions.

The discussion panels at the ADE con-
ference have traditionally revolved around
not only the intricacies of editing

Members of the Founding Families
digitization team and the Adams Papers
editorial project have acted as the host
committee for the past year. While the
conference itself will take place in Quincy,
the MHS has contributed large-scale sup-
port by donating time, effort, and money
to ensure that the Adams Papers edito-
rial project continues to do justice to the
remarkable documents entrusted to it by
this Commonwealth’s first family. Harvard
University Press, publisher of the Adams
Papers and longtime MHS partner, has
generously agreed to sponsor the welcom-
ing reception, which will take place on the

STONE LIBRARY. ALL PHOTOS BY ADAMS PAPERS STAFF

but also the ins and outs of publish-
ing the printed editions. Over the
past several years, the status quo has
evolved as online documentary edi-
tions of historic papers become more
prevalentand standardized. One such
important project includes the cur-
rent three-year, NEH-funded digiti-
zation of the published Adams and
Winthrop papers taking place at the
MHS in conjunction with the long-
running Adams editorial project.




OLD HOUSE

grounds of the Adams National Histori-
cal Site, home to four generations of the
Adams family.

What is the ADE?

Established in 1979, the Association for
Documentary Editing (ADE) promotes
“documentary editing through the coop-
eration and exchange of ideas among the
community of editors.” Projects repre-
sented by the ADE traditionally focus on
historical and literary figures, but the scope
of the profession has broadened to include
the arts, sciences, religion, and philosophy.
Edited volumes include transcripts of orig-
inal documents and annotation to clarify
the text. Completed editions are typically
published as letterpress (book) editions, but
CD-ROM and web-based versions of vol-
umes are becoming increasingly popular.
While many MHS employees are current
members of the ADE, the Society supports
a long tradition of documentary editing,
with the first publication of transcribed
manuscripts initiated by founder Jeremy
Belknap in 1792. For additional informa-
tion on the ADE, browse the association’s
website at http://etext.virginia.edu/ade/.
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ARTHUR M. SCHLESINGER, JR.,
ReEceivEs KENNEDY MEDAL

Liberty without learning is always in peril & learning without liberty is

always in vain.

Text engraved on the MHS Kennedy Medal, from President Kennedy’s remarks
at the 9oth anniversary of Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tenn., May, 18, 1963.

At its Annual Meeting on October
25, the MHS will present the John
E Kennedy Award to historian
Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr. The Ken-
nedy medal recognizes individuals
who have given “outstanding ser-
vice for history,” a phrase that easily
describes Prof. Schlesinger’s contri-
butions to his profession. Further-
more, the meaning of the Kennedy
Award dovetails exceptionally with
another aspect of Prof. Schlesing-
er’s career: his service in the 1960s
to President Kennedy’s administra-
tion and his determined defense of
the tenets of American liberalism.

Born in Ohio in 1917, Arthur
Schlesinger graduated from Harvard
University in 1938 and soon after
published his first book, Orestes A.
Brownson: A Pilgrim’s Progress. After
putting his own career on hold for
the war effort in the early 1940s,
he released The Age of Jackson, his
second book, in 1945, for which
he won his first Pulitzer Prize. He
took a position teaching history at
Harvard in the following year and
remained there for 15 years. During
that time, the focus of his research
and publication shifted from 19th-
century reform and politics to the
20th century, an elegant segue into
his broader public service in the
1960s, when he devoted himself to
the presidency of John E Kennedy.
His second Pulitzer Prize recog-
nized his study of Kennedy’s time
in office, A Thousand Days, which
also won the National Book Award,
both awarded in 1966.

Prof. Schlesinger returned to
teaching in 1966 as a professor of
humanities at City University of
New York. In the decades since,
Prof. Schlesinger has continued to
publish books about American pol-
itics in the 20th century—he has
more than two dozen book titles to
his name—and has become a noted
commentator on American culture
and politics through many news-
paper and magazine articles and,
most recently, his contributions to
the Huffington Post blog. A tireless
student and advocate of American
liberalism, Prof. Schlesinger has
sought to understand the connec-
tion between the nation’s place in
the world today and the founda-
tion built by its earliest leaders. It
is not unusual to find quotations
from John Quincy Adams—words
based in our own collections—in
Prof. Schlesinger’s bold and rigor-

ous works.

Recipients of the Society’s

Kennedy Medal
2006 Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.
2005 John Hope Franklin
2004  Bernard Bailyn
2003  Alfred DuPont Chandler, Jr.
2002 Edmund S. Morgan

1991 Oscar Handlin

1976 Thomas Boylston Adams
1972 Dumas Malone
1967 Samuel Eliot Morison
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First DIrRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROGRAMS AND EDUCATION
MaRrks A RENEWED EFFORT

The MHS is pleased to welcome Jayne Gordon as the
Society’s first Director of Public Programs and Education.
Bringing 36 years of experience working with scholars and
students of all ages, Jayne has a profound respect for the
traditions and historic continuum of the MHS, and she
will seek to honor the best of the MHS by enhancing
the offerings for our scholarly constituency while reach-
ing out to a broader audience. Sharing a fundamental
belief with the staff and Council that public knowledge
of the nation’s past is critical to its future, Jayne will con-
struct bridges between modern and historical events, with
programming based on MHS collections. She will also

John Quincy Adams, the value of diaries as literary and
historical documents, American diplomacy, and the work
of American leaders more broadly. On Monday, Novem-
ber 6, David Cannandine will lead a dialog on Andrew
Mellon. On Wednesday, November 15, Helen Deese, a
scholar of American literature, will tell us about her edi-
tions of Caroline Healey Dall’s voluminous diaries, as
well as the diarist’s remarkable life. Later in the month,
on November 29, David Brion Davis will discuss the his-
tory of American slavery; John Quincy Adams is well
known, among his many achievements, for his defense of
the Amistad captives before the Supreme Court.

oversee the MHS Education Ini-
tiative, which seeks to enhance
children’s access to primary
sources and their understanding
of American history.

“Jayne’s talents and experi-
ence will help the MHS con-
tinue to fulfill its mission by
communicating with a wider
audience,” comments Amalie
Kass, president of the Council.
“We are especially excited by the
possibilities for developing addi-
tional ways to work with history
teachers in grades 3 through
2.

Since 1998, Jayne has been
affiliated with the Thoreau
Society and Thoreau Institute,
as executive director, education
program director, and coordina-
tor of teacher programs. Prior
to that, she served as director
of education and interpretation
at the Concord Museum and
director of Orchard House, also
in Concord.

Jayne’s arrival at the MHS
coincides with the advent of
the 2006—2007 programming
year, which takes its theme from
John Quincy Adams’ diaries, all
51 volumes of which are now
available as a digital collection
on our website at www.masshist.
org/jqadiaries. MHS events for
the fall and spring will focus on

Meetings, Lectures and Symposia

% Fall 2006

WALKING TOUR

“A Walking Tour of Boston’s
Fenway Area”

Led by Nancy S. Seasholes

Monday, September 25, 5:00—6:00 PM
Space is limited

LECTURE AND BOOKSIGNING

Nancy S. Seasholes

Walking Tours of Boston’s Made
Land

Monday, September 25, 6:00 PM

ANNUAL DINNER

Speaker: David Gergen

‘Wednesday, September 27, 6:30 pm
By Reservation

LECTURE

David H. Donald

“John Quincy Adams”
‘Wednesday, October 11, 6:30 PM

ANNUAL MEETING AND
KENNEDY MEDAL
Presentation of the Kennedy Medal
Recipient: Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.
‘Wednesday, October 25, 6:00 Pm

By Invitation

SYMPOSIUM

“Power and Protest: The Civil
Rights Movement in Boston,
1960-1968”

(A symposium co-hosted by the
MHS at the JFK Library)

Friday—Saturday, November 3—4

LECTURE AND BOOKSIGNING

David Cannandine

Andrew W. Mellon: An American
Lif

Monday, November 6, 6:30 PM

LECTURE AND BOOKSIGNING

Helen Deese

“Boston’s Pepys: Caroline Healey
Dall and Her Journals”

‘Wednesday, November 15, 6:30 pm

LECTURE AND BOOKSIGNING

David Brion Davis

Inhuman Bondage: The Rise and
Fall of Slavery in the New World

‘Wednesday, November 29, 6:30 pm

MEMBERS PROGRAM

“What's in Your Attic? Caring
for Your Family Papers and
Photographs.”

Open to MHS Members and
Fellows

‘Wednesday, December 6, 6:30 pm

All programs are free and open to

the public unless otherwise noted.

For more information, please visit
the events section of our website

at www.masshist.org. To register,
please call 617-646-0560 or send an
e-mail to rsvp@masshist.org.
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EbpucartionN INItTIATIVE BLOoOOMS THIS SUMMER

The Society’s Education Initiative had its busiest sum-
mer to date, welcoming teachers and students into the
building for a variety of programs. The initiative spon-
sored five Adams and Swensrud Fellows and also hosted
over 300 students and teachers who came to participate
in 13 programs scheduled over the season.

Fellows

Thanks to our generous funders, we offered teacher
fellowships to five very talented educators. The Sidney
A. Swensrud Fellows—Victor Henningsen and Eliza-
beth Calderone—and the C. E A. Adams Fellows—
Judith Powers, Jason Raia, and Duncan Wood—each
spent four weeks at the Society creating lesson plans and
classroom activities based on documents in the Society’s
collections.

Beth Calderone investigated political reform in
early-20th-century Boston, specifically in regard to the
enfranchisement of all citizens. She took advantage of

Calendars for fall activities appear on
< pages 8 and 11 of the Miscellany; for
all current programming, please visit
our website at www.masshist.org. Also,
please note that in the interest of making
more and better programming available,
the MHS will no longer send postcard
reminders for each MHS event. You will
receive instead one notice for the upcom-
ing month. If you would like to be noti-
fied of MHS programs and activities
(and receive our e-newsletter, @MHYS)
via e-mail, please send an e-mail to
membership@masshist.org and indicate
“program e-mail” in the subject line.
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Collections of the MHS.

Images adapted from Victor Bicycles. Catalog of the Overman Wheel Co.,
designed by Will Bradley. Cambridge: University Press, 1899, pp. 4, 6.
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the Society’s “Good Government Association” records.
Wood used the Society’s extensive John Adams and
Thomas Jefferson collections to look at the development
of America’s two-party political system, while Mr. Hen-
ningsen researched Shays’ Rebellion as a catalyst for the
development of Republicanism.

Representing public and private schools of various
grade levels throughout the Commonwealth, these fel-
lows will share the Society’s collections with dozens of
students and colleagues when they return to their class-
rooms this fall. The Education Initiative has sought to
develop a concert between its fellows and its larger out-
reach, as the Adams and Swensrud fellows’ research has
consistently been used to inspire material for the teacher
workshops. In turn, teachers and students from all over
the country will yet further disseminate the Society’s
collections.

Teacher Workshops

Many of the teacher workshops were imple-
mented in conjunction with some of the Soci-
ety’s sister institutions, including the Georgia
Historical Society, the Gilder Lehrman Insti-
tute, and the Adams National Historical Park,
all of whom recruited the teachers and spon-
sored their trips to the MHS. Many of our vis-
itors hailed from towns all over Massachusetts.
Schools across the nation were also represent-
ed, including about 6o visitors from Georgia
and as many from other states as well.

Popular program topics included John
Adams, Thomas Jefferson, the coming of the
American Revolution, and the Declaration
of Independence. As they investigated these
topics, participants examined original docu-
ments and artifacts from MHS collections
and learned about resources available for their
use on the Society’s website. The programs
also explored the many ways in which teach-
ers can incorporate primary sources into their
K-12 curricula.

The presenters and guests worked together
to imagine new ways to use the Society’s col-
lections as classroom tools. For example, one
teacher suggested that Paul Revere’s account
books could be used as the basis for a math
activity, showing that the Society’s collections
are interdisciplinary—and proving that Paul
Revere truly was a master of all trades.
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Summertime and the
MHS reading room

was cooking . . .

Summer is always the busiest time
in the reading room, as all manner
of researchers converge—more than
half from outside of Massachusetts
and a growing number of foreign vis-
itors—to investigate our collections.
This summer has continued a trend
of increasing numbers of visitors to
the MHS library, not just from sum-
mer to summer, but from year to year.
The first six months of 2006 saw an
increase of more than 20 percent in
the number of visits, compared with
the year before, and that in spite of
an equally large increase in 2005 over
2004. While July 2006 could not
match the torrid pace of July 2005—
when four teacher seminars gener-
ated some of that increase—overall,
we are still greeting visitors at a rate
substantially ahead of 2005. We are
not complaining, but by next sum-
mer we will be looking for additional
seats.

In addition to the increase in
numbers, the range of topics stud-
ied by researchers continues to be
extremely wide-ranging and to reflect
the breadth and depth of the MHS
collections. The first 10 of 154 new
visitors who registered to use the
library in June and July of this year
listed research topics that included
foreign affairs and 1930s politics,
judicial cases concerning slaves, 18th-
century female merchants, Civil War
prisoners, John Adams’ use of Latin,
Thomas Hollis (an 18th-century Eng-
lish political reformer and Harvard
benefactor), Boston Mugwumps, the
population of the American colonies
in the colonial period, college educa-
tion in Civil War New England, and
Huguenot sermons.

FroM THE DIRECTOR

When 1 entered
the world of his-
tory institutions
(more years ago
than 1 care to
remember)  the
Massachusetts
Historical Society
was in a realm all its own. With extraor-
dinary, rich collections of national sig-
nificance and a dedication to the highest
standards of scholarship, few could com-
pete. I never thought that one day I would
be given the opportunity to oversee this
venerable institution whose lofty perch
among sister institutions remains secure.
I could not be more honored.

I came to the MHS at a time more
challenging than most—when to “col-
lect, preserve, and communicate” have
taken on a new meaning. As set out by
our founders in 1791 these mandates are
at the core of our mission. A particular
focus on collect and preserve, with a con-
servative approach toward communicate,
at least beyond the scholarly community,
has been our hallmark and our strength.
Beginning almost a decade ago, realizing
the need to increase our interaction with
the wider world—and to strengthen our
connection with the scholarly world—we
moved communicate to a more prominent
position. This took on many and varied
forms, always with the goal of reaching
as wide an audience as possible. Public
programming became a more significant
aspect of our activities. We began train-
ing teachers and supported their ability
to engage in original research to enrich
classroom content. The number of fellow-
ships increased to over 30. Three seminar
series presenting a total of more than 20
seminars annually, and a similar number
of brown bag lunches, promote scholarly
engagement with the latest research. The
Massachusetts Historical Review was born,
we took a more active role in the New

England Quarterly, and publishing of new
works continued at a steady pace. Most
dramatically, we embraced technology. In
2005, 311,000 people visited the masshist.
org website and cumulatively accessed 3.2
million pages.

The challenge comes in supporting
all of this activity, and maintaining the
“collect and preserve,” while not severely
straining available resources and jeop-
ardizing our future. As few as five years
ago endowment income met most of our
operating needs. Today it barely covers
70 percent, requiring the MHS to com-
pete among fellow not-for-profits for ever
thinner pieces of the philanthropic pie.

We have no intention of returning to a
more cloistered existence. Our collections
and their rich content, vital to telling the
Massachusetts and American story, need
to be accessible. If anything, in a time
when knowledge of history seems to be
slipping as an essential ingredient of the
well-educated student, we need to be
more engaged.

The vehicle for reaffirming our mis-
sion, assuring the maintenance of critical
core activities, renewing our vision, and
charting a course for engaging the public
is a strategic planning effort that will soon
reach its conclusion. No “pie-in-the-sky”
document, it will be anchored by cost
projections and a timeline for meeting
fundraising goals, and it will assign respon-
sibility to those who will maintain the
momentum. Through this process we are
coming to understand our priorities, our
audience, and most significantly the need
to widen our base of support. We have to
encourage those with an interest in his-
tory to take a more active role. Through-
out the fall and winter you will hear more
about these plans. While a challenging
time, it is also one of great anticipation
and increased energy. We look forward to
engaging you in this renewal.



Sept 28

Oct 26

Nov 30

Jan 25

Feb 22

Mar 22

Apr 26

Boston Immigration and Urban History Seminar
Thursdays

Lisa McGirr, Harvard University, “An American Dreyfus
Affair’: Sacco and Vanzetti and the World”

Mark E. Santow, University of Massachusetts—Dart-
mouth, “Chicago’s ‘Great Question’: Saul Alinsky, Pack-
ingtown, and the Dilemmas of Race in the Postwar City”

Kevin Dwyer, Massachusetts Department of Education,
“Hank Stram, Vince Lombardi, and American Dreams in
Pro Football: Observations on Assimilation, Leadership,
and Meritocracy, 1954-1974”

Libby Macdonald Bischof, Boston College, “Boston’s
Alternative Modernism: Literary and Artistic Friendships
at the Turn of the Century”

Vincent ]. Cannato, University of Massachusetts—Boston,
“Ellis Island Agonistes? Or, What Happened to the “White
Ethnics”

Aisha Lamb Sobh, University of Illinois at Urbana-Cham-
paign, “Identity and (Be)-longing: Muslim Participation in
American Society, 1965—2001"

Marilyn Halter, Boston University, and Violet Johnson,
Agnes Scott College, “The Newest African Americans:
Identity and Incorporation among Recent West African
Immigrants to the U.S.”

Seminars at the MHS

The MHS hosts three seminar series, which are free and open to the
public. All seminars take place at s:15 p™, and a light buffet is served
afterward. For copies of seminar papers or for more information
contact Conrad Wright at cwright@masshist.org or 617-646-0512

or visit our website under events.

Octs

Nov 2

Dec 7

Jan 11

Feb 1

Mar 1

Aprs

June 21

Hlustration by J. J. Grandville (1803—1847). Fables de La Fontaine / illustrées par
J.J. Grandville (Paris: H. Fournier Ainé, 1838), 2:113. Collections of the MHS.
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Boston Area Early American History Seminar
Thursdays

Lisa Wilson, Connecticut College, “Cinderella in the
News: The Codification of Stepfamily Stereotypes in
Eighteenth-Century New England”

Ruth Wallis Herndon, University of Toledo, “Children
of Misfortune: The Fates of Boston’s Poor Apprentices”

Brian P. Luskey, University of Northern Colorado,
“The Swedish Nightingale, Graham Bread, and the
Peeping Tom: Troubled Transitions in Middle-Class
Manhood and the Antebellum City”

Robert M. Krim, Boston History and Innovation
Collaborative, “Using Economic History and an
Innovation Perspective to Reinterpret Greater Boston’s
History from 1629 to 1860: Methodology, Drivers of
Innovation, and the Social-Scientific Interplay”

Margot Minardi, Harvard University, “Movements
and Monuments: The Politics of Commemoration in
Abolitionist Boston”

Marty Rojas, University of Rhode Island, “Codifying
Friendship: The Plan of Treaties 1776”

Stephen Marini, Wellesley College, “The
Transformation of American Religious Culture, 1750—
1790: Patterns and Process”

Amanda Moniz, University of Michigan, “The
Necessity and Practicability of Good-will”

Boston Environmental History

Seminar
Tuesdays

Oct10 Panel Discussion, “What Is Environmen-
tal History?” Panelists: Brian Donahue,
Brandeis University; John Ebel, Boston
College; David Foster, Harvard Forest;
Barbara Gutmann Rosenkrantz, Harvard
University

Nov 14 Charles V. Cogbill, Plainfield, Vermont,
“The Pre-European Settlement Forests of
New England”

Dec1z2  W. Jeffrey Bolster, University of New
Hampshire, “Changes in the Sea: Har-
vesters, Markets and the Ecology of New
England’s Coastal Ocean, 1600-1800”

Jan16  Dan Driscoll, Massachusetts Department
of Conservation and Recreation, “Reclaim-
ing the Upper Charles River”

Feb13  Christopher Harris, Northeastern Univer-
sity, “The Soil Fertility Crisis in New Eng-
land in the Late Nineteenth Century”

Mar 13 Frederick H. Turner, Brandeis University,
““The Putrid Watry Element’: Ecology
and the Law in Boston’s Stagnant Water,
1798-1831.”

Aprio  Matthew Klingle and John Lichter, Bow-
doin College, “The Limits of Restoration:
History and Ecology through Time in
Maine’s Merrymeeting Bay”



ANNOUNCING! o WEDNESDAY TOURS

MHS INSTITUTES
FREE WEEKLY TOUR

A tour of the public rooms of
the MHS, featuring artifacts,
artwork, and the special exhi-
bition on JQA is now being
offered every Wednesday begin-
ning promptly at 10 am. The
tour will be guided by Anne

Bentley, curator of art, and will

oy
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last for about an hour and a half.
The Wednesday tour is free and
open to the general public. No
reservation is required. For more
information please contact Anne
Bentley at 617-646-0508.

ary poster, in 1930 News (Nov.—Dec. 1929
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